
Recommended Non-fiction Reading Spine 
 

The purpose of this spine is to share recommendations for children interested in non-
fiction books. The books have been selected to support the development of children’s 
background knowledge covering a wide range of topics - some of which link into our 
curriculum. Within this spine, you will find books that are high-quality, interesting and 
enjoyable! These information books promote how the text and the pictures can work 
together to provide comprehensive information and enjoyable reading whilst broadening 
knowledge and experience of the world and promoting equality and diversity. 
 

Computing and Science 

 
Playing with Light 
and Shadows 
Jennifer 
Boothroyd   

 
A Galaxy of Her 
Own: Amazing 
Stories of Women 
in Space 
Libby Jackson 

 
How Plants Grow 
Dona Herweck Rice  

 
Can You Get 
Rainbows in Space? 
Dr Sheila Kananai 

 
I’m a Neutrino 
Dr Eve M 
Vavagiakis 

 
The Cosmic Diary 
of Our Incredible 
Universe 
Tim Peake 

 
Human Body 
DK Eyewitness 

 
Evolution - The 
Whole Life-On-
Earth Story 
Glenn Murphy 



 
The Homes We 
Build 
 Anne Jonas 

 
Become an App 
Inventor 
Karen Lang and 
Selim Tezel 

 
Social Media 
William Anthony 

 
The Internet 
William Anthony 

 
Coding 
William Anthony 

 
How to be a 
Blogger and 
Vlogger in 10 Easy 
Lessons  
Shane Birley 

 
Staying Safe 
Online Louie 
Stowell 

 
Cool Coding 
Rob Hansen and 
Damien Weighill 

History 

 
The Colours of 
History 
Clive Gifford 

 
The Story of 
Tutankhamun 
Patricia Cleveland-
Peck 

 
Eyewitness Ancient 
Egypt 

 
Absolutely 
Everything by 
Christopher Lloyd 



The Stone Age: 
Hunters, 
Gatherers and 
Woolly Mammoths 
Marcia Williams 

Look Inside the 
Stone Age 
Abigail Wheatley  
 

24 Hours in The 
Stone Age by Lan 
Cook 

 
The Big History 
Timeline Wallbook 
Christopher Lloyd 

 
Historium 
Jo Nelson & R 
Wilkinson 

 
Ancient Romans 
Joshua George  

Explore Victorians 

 
The Missing 
Michael Rosen 

 
Talking History 
Dr Joan Lennon & 
Dr Dritsas Haig 

 
Fantastically 
Great Women 
Kate Pankhurst 

 
Titanic 
DK Eyewitness 

 
World War II 
DK Eyewitness 



 
The History of 
Everything in 32 
Pages 
Anna Claybourne 
 

 
Famous Explorers 
Joshua George 

 
See Inside Ancient 
Greece 
Rob Lloyd Jones 

 
Story of the 
Olympics 
Richard Brassey 

 
100 Events that 
Made History  
DK Eyewitness 

 
Victorians 
DK Eyewitness 

 
50 Things You 
Should Know About 
the First World 
War 
Jim Eldridge 

 
Wonders of The 
World 
DK Eyewitness 

 
Black in Time 
Alison Hammond 

 
Migration - 
Journeys through 
Black British 
History  
Millie Mensah 
 

 
A History of 
Words  
Mary Richards 

 
A Cool History of 
Ukraine 
Inna Kovalyshena 



Geography 

 
Old Enough to 
Save the Planet 
Loll Kirby 

 
Planet Earth 
Jo Nelson 

 
Adventures Around 
the Globe 

 
Rivers 
Susie Brooks 

 
Maps of the 
United Kingdom 
Rachel Dixon 

 
Atlas of 
Adventures 
Wonders of the 
World 
Ben Handicott 
 

 
Volcanoes 
Anna Schreiber 

 
Lots 
Marc Martin 

Art 

 
Unstoppable 
Artists  
Loll Kirby 

How to Make a 
Picture Book Elys 
Dolan 

 
I am an Artist 
Kertu Sillaste  

Modern Art 
Explorer by Alice 
Harman 



Other Interests 

 
The Sports 
Timeline Wallbook 
Christopher LLoyd 

 
Why Money 
Matters 
Deborah Meaden 

 
Politics for 
Beginners 
Kellen Stover 

 
All About Theatre 
National Theatre 

 
100 Things to 
Know About Music 
Jerome Martin, 
Alice James & Alex 
Frith 

 
The Academy of 
Barmy Composers 
Mark Lewellyn 
Evans 

 
National Trust: 
Sunday Funday 
Katherine Halligan 

 
You Can Grow Your 
Own Food 
Annabelle Padwick 

 
A Fact for Every 
Day of the Year 
National 
Geographic Kids 

 
Fun, Fast and 
Easy Children’s 
Cookbook 
Annabel Karmel 

 
50 Times Football 
Changes the 
World  
Gary Lineker & Ivor 
Baddiel 

 
Lift the Flap 
General Knowledge 
Alex Frith and 
James McClaine 

 


